Culminating Projects

The Phantom of the Opera

From:  http://www.thephantomoftheopera.com/poto/show/the_show_education.php
Masks

From comic-book heroes like Batman and Spiderman to the movies The Mask and The Incredibles, disguises and masks are a continuing theme in history and the arts.  Masks have been used throughout history (African tribal masks, Japanese Kabuki masks, Greek theatrical masks, the "Masques" of the Elizabethan Theatre, Commedia Del'arte etc.) The symbol of the theatre is often an interposed set of comic and tragic masks.  Compare and contrast the ideas and the uses of masks in the Phantom of the Opera with another movie, literary work, or comic book hero.
Guiding questions  
· How does the Phantom use his mask throughout the musical? 

· Does he behave differently with it on or off? 

· Do other characters see him differently with or without his mask? Why?

· Maria Björnson fashioned the Phantom's mask after half-masks worn by disfigured soldiers in World War I, often with a detailed eye painted on to "replace" the lost one. How does knowing this fact affect how you feel about the Phantom? 

· How are the masks used? For entertainment? For protection? What does the mask show the rest of the world?
· What is the mask hiding?   Identity? Deformity? To change personality?
· How are the uses of the masks similar in the two works?  How are the uses of the masks different?
Performance Project: Masks

Draw or sculpt your own mask or a replica of the mask worn by the movie, literary work, or comic book hero that you chose in your open response. 
Music
In The Phantom of the Opera, The Phantom pretends to be "The Angel of Music" and inspires Christine to be a great singer. Several words can be used to describe the relationship between Christine and the Phantom.  

· Muse:  Etymology: Middle English, from Middle French, from Latin Musa, from Greek Mousa
1 capitalized : any of the nine sister goddesses in Greek mythology presiding over song and poetry and the arts and sciences
2 : a source of inspiration; especially : a guiding genius 

· Genius: Etymology: Latin, tutelary spirit, natural inclinations, from gignere to beget
1 a plural genii : an attendant spirit of a person or place b plural usually genii : a person who influences another for good or bad
2 : a strong leaning or inclination : PENCHANT
3 a : a peculiar, distinctive, or identifying character or spirit b : the associations and traditions of a place c : a personification or embodiment especially of a quality or condition
5 plural usually geniuses a : a single strongly marked capacity or aptitude <had a genius for getting along with boys -- Mary Ross> b : extraordinary intellectual power especially as manifested in creative activity c : a person endowed with transcendent mental superiority; especially : a person with a very high intelligence quotient 

· Inspire:  Etymology: Middle English, from Middle French & Latin; Middle French inspirer, from Latin inspirare, from in- + spirare to breathe
transitive senses
1 a : to influence, move, or guide by divine or supernatural inspiration b : to exert an animating, enlivening, or exalting influence on <was particularly inspired by the Romanticists> c : to spur on : IMPEL, MOTIVATE <threats don't necessarily inspire people to work> d : AFFECT <seeing the old room again inspired him with nostalgia>
2 a archaic : to breathe or blow into or upon b archaic : to infuse (as life) by breathing
3 a : to communicate to an agent supernaturally b : to draw forth or bring out <thoughts inspired by a visit to the cathedral>
From: http://www.m-w.com

Discuss and analyze the power of inspiration through music using one song from the Phantom of Opera.
Guiding questions
· How do the different songs and the different music make you feel?

· How do you think the composer makes you feel a certain way (what instruments are used, what rhythms, what harmonies, etc.) ?

· How does the composer use the repetition of musical themes to create moods and build characters?

· How does each song continue the story?

·  How does each song tell us different things about the characters? 

Performance project: Music
Create a power point with pictures and music that have inspired you.  
Victoria Period/ Gothic Novel
Although The Phantom of the Opera was written in 1911, its events take place in a time known as the Victorian Period, because it was during the reign of Queen Victoria in England (1819-1901). Some of the popular novels are as follows
- A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens 
- 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea by Jules Verne,
 - Frankenstein by Mary Shelley 
 -Dr. Jekyll And Mister Hyde by Robert Louis Stevenson,
 - Dracula by Bram Stoker
From:  http://web.cn.edu/kwheeler/lit_terms_G.html
GOTHIC NOVEL: a type of romance wildly popular between 1760 up until the 1820s that has influenced the ghost story and horror story. The stories are designed to thrill readers by providing mystery and blood-curdling accounts of villainy, murder, and the supernatural. Conventions include wild and desolate landscapes, ancient buildings such as ruined monasteries, cathedrals, castles with dungeons, torture chambers, secret doors, and winding stairways; apparitions such as phantoms, demons, and necromancers; an atmosphere of brooding gloom; and youthful, handsome heroes and heroines who face off against corrupt aristocrats, wicked witches, and hideous monsters.

Describe how the elements of a gothic novel have evolved and can be seen in current movies that are popular today.  

Guiding questions :

· What is an outcast? 

· Have you ever been cast out of a group because of race, gender or physical difference?

· How did it make you feel?

· Has seeing The Phantom of the Opera changed the way you feel about outcasts? In what way? 

· How does society treat outcasts?

· How do different forms of governments deal with outcasts?

· What is the gothic imagination?

· Is there a universal definition of the gothic?

· What types of atmospheres or moods have been traditionally associated with the gothic?

· Why have gothic literature and art been more popular in certain periods of history?
· How does the gothic imagination continue to shape modern day society, art literature, media and society?

· How has gothic literature and art interpreted and influenced gender roles?

Performance Project: Victorian Period  
Create a poster or a banner that uses the symbolic elements of a gothic novel from a current event, book or movie.
